‘ - — A‘_
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ SOB-gr2013/O4/23 : CIA;RII_)382-g0047R0003Q0740093-3 3
(V) .SECRET -

LADDITIVAITIUN

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORTNO| 50Xt

" INFORMATION REPORT —

COUNTRY Switzerland /USSR b DATE DISTR. ~ 30 pec 53

SUBJECT New Factor Discouraging 'Attgck by USSR NO. OF PAGES " 2.

PLACE ' : NO. OF ENCLS.

ACQUIRED L (LISTED BELOW) 50X1
DATE " SUPPLEMENT TO

ACQUIRED BY SO REPORT NO.

TWI® DOCUMENT COMTAINSE INFORMATION APFECTING THE WATIONAL DEPENBC

BRI I RREAEE s 15 UNEVALUATED IFORMATION
| ) 50X1
: 50X1
) 50X1
1. The degree of spprehension| |in the US that the USSR may strike .
suddenly and open World War III 1s surprising | Certsinly there is 50X1
less epprehension in Switzerlend and in Germany and France] | 50X1
People[  |in the US seem to have an exaggerated opinion
of the over-all Soviet potential and to lack a realizatlon of certain 501

eurrent Soviet politicael and economlc weaknesses.

2. Soviet leaders are very astute and recognize that they need time to
orgenlze the satellite nations and to build wp meximum strength in the
USSR 1itself., Then too, their perimeter adventures are still paying off
to some extent and are certainly a source of drains and strains on the
western world. ‘ R :

3. But the most importent deterring factor in the picture today is the
realization by the politlcel leaders thet once in a major war the netional
power would more and more pass into the hends of the military from those
of the eivil or politicel leaders. Stalin hed assiduously built up &
rether slight revolutionary military record into a legend that brought
him acceptence as e Generalissimo, had carefully elimineted potential
rivals among the military leeders, and was able to keep on top despite
& situation which meny of the military lesders mey now realize, too late,
wes made to order for a selzure of power by the military. These same
mllitery leaders, who will be running the military esteblishment for
some years to come, may elready have resolved not to pess up a second time
such an opportunity if it should present itself. At least » that possibility
must aelways be one of the factors Malenkov must consider in making his
calculations.

L, ynlike Stalin, Melenkov cannot convineingly ley cleim to military genius.
He even looks ridiculous in a uniform. His chief cronies are politiecal
rather than military. Malenkov doubtless reslized this glaring deficlency
"in hile equipment and background and knows it would hendicep him in any

. effort to csrry off the dual role of political and militery leader during
" & protracted war, a qualifieation so necessary to cont@nucg;.{iﬁ %;b:ime_ power
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in ‘an orientel or western monolithic ‘é'(':?it‘e: " Yesrs of buiia up wo
i o - uld be
required to remedy this vulnerability. ‘Therefore Malenkov ang his
?‘Loi:l_.i’/cicalr inner group are highly unlikely to take any steps ‘in the near
ture intentionelly leading to a major war:such as would follow an attack
fiztern o ;g;%% :hg us gnle.sg the Us and Western Burope should
Yme. 80 weak or dlsunited as to offer ‘the { y target of <
conquest in Western Europe. S USSRa rge’q éf qkelss ceasy

5. My advice would be to meet, confer a.n& :discﬁﬁs.’w;tﬁlth ' '
56 wilh the Boviets at eve
~ opportunity, but do not trust their motives, intentions or snything thg
say; at the same time keeping the US and Western Burope as strong as

possible. The Soviets understand only power, -

~end -
50X1

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/04/23 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000300740003-3



